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that began on a local farm into a pre-
mier equestrian facility. 

Mr. Williams’s passion and dedica-
tion for Keeneland and horse racing 
began when he was just a boy, when he 
moved to Lexington and attended his 
first race at Keeneland. Since that first 
race, Mr. Williams has been in attend-
ance at a majority of Keeneland’s 
races. 

Mr. Williams has had the opportunity 
to serve under three Keeneland presi-
dents: Mr. Ted Bassett, Mr. Bill Greely 
and the current CEO, Mr. Nick Nichol-
son. Mr. Nicholson spoke dearly of Jim 
when asked to reflect on his service. In 
a recent article in the Lexington Her-
ald-Leader, he said: 

To put Jim’s tenure in perspective, when 
he joined Keeneland in 1971, Richard Nixon 
was president, ‘‘All in the Family’’ 
premiered on television, and gas was 30 cents 
a gallon. Since that time, Jim has been the 
public face of Keeneland, and he has con-
ducted himself in a manner that has en-
hanced Keeneland’s stature in the eyes of ev-
eryone who has had the pleasure of meeting 
him. Jim is a man of character, integrity 
and humility. We at Keeneland thank him 
for his many years of service and wish him 
the best in his retirement. 

Jim Williams is a legend in Kentucky 
horse racing and his contributions to 
the Commonwealth’s most hallowed 
sport are immeasurable. His retirement 
is going to leave a large hole that will 
be very hard to fill. Mr. President, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Jim Williams for his 38 years of 
service to Keeneland and to Kentucky 
horse racing. 
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BOWLING GREEN AREA CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I read an article of great interest in the 
Bowling Green Daily News involving 
the Bowling Green Area Chamber of 
Commerce. The article commended the 
chamber on being recognized by the 
American Chamber of Commerce Ex-
ecutives as the number-one chamber in 
the nation. Bowling Green and the sur-
rounding community has experienced 
significant growth in the areas of busi-
ness and industry, due to the cham-
ber’s efforts to keep Bowling Green a 
flourishing and vibrant city. I know 
my colleagues join me in commending 
the Bowling Green Area Chamber of 
Commerce for all it has done to better 
their community and State. I am 
pleased to see their hard work being 
recognized. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
full article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Bowling Green Daily News, Aug. 4, 
2009] 

‘‘WE’RE NO. 1’’ CHANTS A THRILL FOR BG 
AREA CHAMBER LOCAL GROUP NAMED BEST 
IN THE NATION IN ITS CATEGORY 

(By Jenna Mink) 
‘‘About 100 state and local officials, busi-

ness leaders and community members gath-
ered at the Bowling Green Area Chamber of 

Commerce today, many of them chanting, 
‘‘We’re No. 1.’’ The Bowling Green Area 
Chamber of Commerce recently was named 
the best chamber of its size in the nation, 
chamber officials announced today. 

‘‘I can’t tell you what a great feeling it is 
to say we’re the No. 1 chamber in the na-
tion,’’ said Jim Hizer, president and CEO of 
the Bowling Green Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Each year, the American Chamber of Com-
merce Executives, a national group of cham-
ber leaders, chooses the top chambers in the 
nation. Chambers are separated into three 
categories based on their revenue; the Bowl-
ing Green Area Chamber of Commerce won 
in the mid-size category, beating about 45 
chambers that were invited to apply for the 
award. 

When choosing the top chamber of com-
merce, ACCE officials look at ‘‘the entire 
scope of the chamber, from its financial 
practices all the way to programs and special 
events,’’ said Tonya Matthews, vice presi-
dent of chamber operations. ‘‘They really 
don’t miss a beat in digging into the cham-
ber.’’ 

This is the second year the local chamber 
has been a finalist—last year, it was one of 
the top three chambers, but did not pick up 
the top award. 

‘‘All I was thinking about was to be a final-
ist two years in a row and not come home 
with an award would be an empty feeling,’’ 
Hizer said. ‘‘But we don’t have to worry 
about that.’’ The chamber of commerce 
works to boost the business community by 
attracting new companies to the area and 
helping existing businesses expand. 

‘‘Our principle responsibility is to bring 
wealth and prosperity to our community for 
the benefit of our business members, part-
ners and for all citizens,’’ Hizer said. 

About 7,000 chambers exist in the United 
States and 1,400 of those are members of the 
ACCE. This year, two other cities that sit 
along Interstate 65 won ACCE awards—Nash-
ville’s chamber won the large division and 
Columbus, Ind., won the small division, ac-
cording to the chamber. 

In 2008, about 26 businesses either located 
or expanded operations in the Barren River 
area with a total investment of about $105 
million and 2,092 additional jobs, according 
the chamber. 

And because of its new businesses and ex-
pansion efforts, southcentral Kentucky re-
ceived several national recognitions last 
year—the area was named by Forbes Maga-
zine the 12th best small place in the area for 
businesses and careers. It was also ranked 
33rd of 363 metropolitan areas in job growth 
and employment. 

‘‘The fact that the Bowling Green metro-
politan area, by virtually every measure, has 
been . . . the fastest growing metropolitan 
area in the state of Kentucky, is evidence 
that we are achieving our objective in spite 
of a challenging economic environment,’’ 
Hizer said. 

As for future economic development, the 
ACCE award will help attract new businesses 
and convince existing businesses to consoli-
date here or expand, Hizer said. 

‘‘This sent a message to the rest of the 
world that there are some special things hap-
pening here in southcentral Kentucky,’’ 
Hizer said. ‘‘And that in and of itself will 
draw additional interest to our community.’’ 

Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the Bowling Green Area 
Chamber of Commerce for receiving 
the 2009 Chamber of the Year award. 

The Bowling Green Chamber of Com-
merce is truly an outstanding organi-
zation. It provides an invaluable serv-

ice to South Central Kentucky by 
working with its more than 1,300 part-
ners to stimulate economic develop-
ment and create a better business envi-
ronment in the region. Its hard work 
and advocacy has also enabled Bowling 
Green to compete nationally and to 
earn Site Selection Magazine’s ranking 
of ninth for its number of 2008 industry 
and expansion projects. 

The greater Bowling Green region is 
home to a resilient economy where 
small and large businesses are forced to 
contend with a number of economic 
challenges. Recognizing these chal-
lenges, the Bowling Green Chamber of 
Commerce has remained committed to 
aiding businesses as they work their 
way through today’s economic land-
scape. 

Strong leadership and solid organiza-
tion have contributed to the chamber’s 
record of success. Under the guidance 
of current chamber president, Jim 
Hizer, the chamber’s membership and 
activities have continued to increase, 
providing local businesses more oppor-
tunities for growth and employment. 

I would like to congratulate the 
Bowling Green Chamber of Commerce 
for receiving the 2009 Chamber of the 
Year award. Over the years, it has be-
come a strong organization committed 
to serving the interests of its members 
and community. I wish it all the best 
in its future endeavors within Ken-
tucky and around our Nation. 

f 

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, last 
Friday was the eighth anniversary of 
the September 11 terrorist attacks, and 
we solemnly remembered the thou-
sands of innocent lives, of many na-
tionalities and religions, that were so 
cruelly and indiscriminately destroyed 
on that infamous day. It was a defining 
moment for our country, and since 
then we have sought to address the 
shocking intelligence and security fail-
ures that enabled the perpetrators to 
so brazenly enter this country and 
carry out those attacks, as well as to 
track down the masterminds of that 
atrocity and to destroy al-Qaida and 
other terrorist networks that have be-
come a global menace. 

We all recognize the threat that vio-
lent extremists pose to Americans, as 
well as to citizens of other countries, 
and the imperative of countering it. 
This should not be a matter of partisan 
politics, but of working together in a 
common purpose for the sake of law 
abiding people everywhere. I supported 
many of the initiatives of the Bush ad-
ministration, as I have the Obama ad-
ministration, to make our borders 
more secure, to improve our intel-
ligence gathering, to track down ter-
rorists and bring them to justice. 

But there have been strong dif-
ferences over what tactics to use, and 
the effectiveness of military force to 
combat violent extremism in countries 
where we are widely seen as invaders or 
occupiers. No issue has generated more 
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